[HHV 8 positive Castleman's disease and auto-immune neutropenia in 2 HIV-infected patients].
Castleman's disease (CD) is a polyclonal lymphoplasmacytic and vascular proliferation prominent in lymphoid tissues, associated to Human Herpesvirus 8 (HHV-8) in Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)-infected patients. The presence of autoimmune stigmates is frequent. We report two cases of neutropenia secondary to IgG neutrophil autoantibodies, indeterminate specificity, occurring in two HIV-infected patients with CD HHV-8+, treated by vinblastine since several years. The neutropenia was associated to other biologic stigmates of autoimmunity and the evolution has been complicated by several infections. Granulocyte-colony stimulating factor (G-CSF) and polyvalent immunoglobulin permitted a transient and low increase of neutrophila in one case. Auto-immune neutropenia in CD is rare and difficult to treat in our cases. This evolution is independent of relapse of CD. The immunoglobulin and G-CSF may be transitory effective.